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St. Nicholas Church invites you to experience the joy and peace of Christ’s great resurrection. As Chrisitian people, 

our lives circle around those experiences we get to share together: prayer, song and the pageantry of celebration. 

Please take the time to join in, take time to accept and to share in this welcome that is not ours alone, but comes 

from God himself:   

He Who is, He Who loves, and He Who greets all people as His own. 
  

Mirëardhshi! Komuniteti shqiptar ortodoks ju mirëpret! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Week at St. Nicholas 
 

Lazarus Saturday (Friday,19th at 7pm and Saturday, 20th at 10am) 

A taste of joy in advance, we recall Jesus’ devotion to his friends 

today and His lived-out promise to help them and us. In recalling 

Lazarus from the tomb, Christ extends His hand to one whom He 

loved, showing Himself the possessor of that mighty and 

unbreakable love for which He will die and rise.  

Palm Sunday (Sunday the 21st) 

The children lead us. With palms of honor and victory, they show 

us how to greet that King of All who has made His way into our 

midst. Yet these are also the palms of martyrdom, indicating that the 

triumphal entry of our Lord is not an event of worldly victory alone, 

for the spiritual work of endurance and suffering and return is yet to  

 

 

come. We rest on 

this day between the austerities of the Great Fast and the joyful 

sorrows of Holy Week.  

Bridegroom Matins (Monday the 22nd and Tuesday the 23rd 7pm) 

These services, which at St. Nicholas we do on Monday and 

Tuesday of Holy Week, offer a quiet hour of contemplation. Before 

the icon of Christ the Bridegroom (Dhëndëri), we pray for 

forgiveness and unity with God. This bridegroom, however, is fitted  

with a crown of thorns to marry us, His people. His hands encircled 

with a rope of bondage, a ring to betroth us. His wedding garment 

one of mockery that will be torn from His body to be the gambled 

stake for a game of dice. Christ celebrates the banquet of His 

Paschal Service Schedule Orari Shërbimeve në Pashkë

April Prill

Fri. 19 —Compline, 7pm: St. Lazarus Të premte 19 —Komplin, 7PM: Shën Llazari

Sat. 20 —Liturgy, 10am: Lazarus Saturday Të shtunë 20 —Liturgji, 10AM: Shën Llazari

—Vespers, 5pm —Mbrëmësorja, 5PM

Sun. 21 —Liturgy, 10am: Palm Sunday Të diel 21 —Liturgji, 10AM:  E diela e dafinave

Mon. 22 —Bridegroom Matins, 7pm Të hënë 22 —Mëngjesorja, 7PM: Shërbesa e Dhëndërit

Tue. 23 —Bridegroom Matins, 7pm Të martë 23 —Mëngjesorja, 7PM: Shërbesa e Dhëndërit
Wed. 24 —Holy Unction, 7pm Të mërkurë 24 — Misteri i Efqelisë,7PM

Thur. 25 —Liturgy, 10am: Last Supper Të enjte 25 —Liturgjia e Vasilit, 10AM:  Darka  mistike

—Passion Gospels, 7pm —12 Ungjijtë, 7PM

Fri. 26 —Tomb Prayers, noon Të premte 26 —Lutjet në Varr, 12PM

—Lamentations, 7pm —Shërbesa e epitafit, 7PM

Sat. 27 —Liturgy, 10am: Holy Saturday Të shtunë 27 —Liturgjia e Vasilit, 10AM: E shtuna e madhe

—Great and Holy Pascha, 11:30pm —Ceremonia e Ngjalljes, 11:30PM

—Festal Shared Meal, 1:30am —Darkë Festiv Përbashkët

Sun. 28 —Paschal Vespers, noon Të diel 28 —Mbrëmësorja, 12PM: Pashka e madhe
Fri. 5/3 —Liturgy, 10am: Life-Giving Spring Të premte 5/3 —Liturgji, 10AM: Burimi Jetëdhënës
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betrothal to His people with a feast of tears and vinegar, toasted with 

jeers and contemptuous laughter.  

Holy Unction (Wednesday the 24th at 7pm) 

This sacrament of our faith is prescribed for any time of the year; 

we pray these prayers of anointing when any of our faith community 

suffer grave illness. Performed, when possible, with the 

ministrations of at least seven priests, this is a great and powerful 

witness of the care with which we are supposed to approach sickness 

and suffering. In Holy Week, confronted by the overwhelming 

frailty our souls and the profound sickness of the sins in which we 

dwell and persist, this anointing with holy oil gives us hope that we, 

too, can learn to see beyond our spiritual sickness and look toward 

the wholeness of lives given over to Christ.  

 

Holy Thursday Liturgy (Thursday the 25th at 10am) 

On this morning, we recall the Last Supper, that meal wherein Christ 

instituted the practice of Holy Communion but also and at the same 

time noted the betrayal and end that would come by the hand of one 

of his closes friends—Judas Iscariot. During this Liturgy, we 

prepare and set aside the Holy Communion that is kept in reserve 

throughout the year so that the sick and dying, those unable to come 

from their homes or rise from their beds, all may receive the Holy 

Body and Blood of Christ offered from His table, from His Holy and 

Final Supper. 

 

The Passion Gospels (Thursday the 25th at 7pm) 

With these twelve Gospel readings, we make pilgrimage through 

Christ’s final hours. From betrayal to judgment to death, we witness 

the tragedy of His end but see and seek still a bright preparation for 

what is yet to come. This simple service of hymns and readings 

ushers us into Good Friday and brings us near to the place where He 

will be laid down and from which He will arise. 

 

Tomb Prayers (Friday the 26th at noon) 

When the place has been prepared—decked with the flowers and 

ribbons that indicate our love—Christ is placed in the tomb. His 

body taken down from the Cross is wrapped in its shroud, and the 

epitafi comes to rest in the heart of the Church. There it lays, as a 

seed planted in the earth, something dead, something yet to come.  

 

 

Lamentations (Friday the 26th at 7pm) 

This is the funeral of the Lord. Chanting our grief, we pay our last 

respects, anoint His body with incense and sweet-scented 

perfume—the aroma of our tears and content of our hopes. Carrying 

the bier around the Church three times, we encircle our temple, our 

home, marking it as the place where God Himself rests, tracing in 

outline the place whence He will spring from and return.  

 

Holy Saturday Liturgy (Saturday the 27th at 10am) 

A preamble to that joy that is yet to come, this service indicates the 

turning point in the saga of passion week. We sense the deep 

rumbling of time and nature as the descended Christ encounters 

those depths hidden to us. The dead, hearing the voice of their 

Master, are freed; the spirit of evil flees as every dark place burns 

with the light of God. Tasting the presence of God in communion, 

we strew fragrant herbs throughout the Church to welcome and 

honor His ascent and re-entrance.  

 

Great and Holy Pascha, the Feast of Feasts (Saturday the 27th at 

11:30pm) 

Arriving into that darkness that is not oppressive but incipient, we 

behold the holy fire come to greet us, symbol of the unquenchable 

flame of faith. But this fire is only the start of our rejoicing. Christ 

returns, and all of creation is made new. Christ returns, and the past 

slips away cowering our fear. Christ returns, and we have cause to 

hope, to sing, to taste again the sweetness of His renewing presence. 

In His body and blood, in His story and image, He chooses to make 

His home with us. Do not reject this invitation, leaving before the 

feast has begun but stay with the holy fire burning on your candle 

and in your heart, stay to receive Holy Communion on this holiest 

day of all year and all of time.  

 

Paschal Vespers (Sunday the 28th at noon) 

Warmed by Christ, we inaugurate a new life with Him. On this 

evening of the first day, the Resurrection commences a new way of 

being for all; raised with Christ, all is being perfected. With voices 

made joyful in the knowledge of the risen God, we proclaim the 

Gospel in as many tongues as we can, letting the news of this Pascha 

resound in our Church, in our lives, and in the whole world.  

 
 

 

 

Special Times Are Upon Us… 

 

On Sunday April 7th the Annual General Meeting will be 

held after liturgy. There are several important items that will 

be covered and we need everyone to attend.  

That same evening our parish is hosting a Pan Orthodox 

Vesper service. People from local Orthodox churches will be 

visiting us, so come, share the experience. 

 

General Meeting Topics: 

• Beautification of the Church- After 50 years St. Nicholas 

has a new look. There are still a few areas that need to be 

completed so this is the best way to keep you informed. We 

have a rich 75th year history and now it’s time for the next 

generation to add a new testament to the commitment to God 

and the parish. Come and be a part of this important annual 

meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

• Other topics – These require your presence and input: 

Elections, Financial reports, Sunday School, Albanian 

classes, new Picnic location, maintenance.  

 

Pascha is Here…. 

On April 21st Palm Sunday, the Daughters of St. Nicholas 

will prepare their annual pancake breakfast. It’s a wonderful 

event to start Holy Week. Attend the Liturgy and 

community’s event and usher in this Holy time. 

April 22nd begins Holy Week leading us to Pascha on April 

28. Please read the Church letter containing the schedule of 

services. Attend as many as you can. 

 

We look forward to seeing you at the General Meeting and at 

Church before, during and after Pascha. 

 

President’s Message 
  by Jim Liolin 
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  BRING YOUR CHILDREN TO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

For the 2018-2019 school year, Sunday School classes will be held on the 2nd and 4th Sundays 

of each month.  There will also be a children’s sermon on the 1st Sunday of each month.  This 

year we are proud to have 3 classes: 

 

       Nursery Class (Age 2-4 – Parents accompany children) During Liturgy 

 

              Class 1 (Ages 5-6) - During Liturgy    Class 2 (Ages 7-10) – Held after Communion 

 

 Reminders:  
    
 

 

 

 

Dear Ladies, 

      Below is the schedule for coffee for the next 2 months. If 

your name is listed, please be sure to put it on your calendar. If 

you need to change the date, please advise Christina Liolin or 

Adriana Topore.   

It is very important to remember that on the day you are 

scheduled for coffee, please arrive at church by 10 a.m. so 

that preparations can be made.  
                                                                                                         

What to bring:  

 · Cake for 50-60 people  

 · Cookies for the children  

 · 1 gallon of milk             

                                                                                   

 April   7 Nasi Pavllo/Marcela Guma 

  14 Adriana Topore/Jonida Dervishi 

  21 Pancake Breakfast 

                 8 Pascha                                                                                 

  

             May          5 Fjona Fundo/Suzana Fundo 

12 Mother’s Day 

 19 Tina Peters/Rosalie Zacharias 

  26 Open 

                                                                                                                                                     

     

                                 

      

 

     

 

 

   2019 PLEDGE PROGRAM 
  

Your financial help is needed to pay for the services 

St. Nicholas Church provides to our Parish 

Community. 

Make the best Pledge that you can!!! 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

 

 

 

 

       GENERAL PARISH MEETING 
              Come and Get Involved 

               Your Opinion Matters 

 

      Sunday, April 7th after Liturgy 

 

 

 

   ------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Archbishop Theophan Noli Memorial and Sunday 

of Orthodoxy Procession 
On Sunday, March 21st, the Church celebrated the Memorial for Archbishop Theophan Noli (died March 13, 

1965) and the Sunday of Orthodoxy Procession of Icons.  The Procession was led by Fr. Nikodhim and the Alter 

Servers with many children participating by carrying Icons. See photos below. 

           

                         

                                
 

  



 
 

 
  

 

Page 5 

 

     The Orthodox Post 

 A JOURNEY WITH WOMEN SAINTS… WHO ARE THEY 

Prepared by Ermira Mitre 
“Women saints have spread the BIBLE and advanced the CHURCH from the beginning of Christianity. Female 

Saints have had the zeal to plant the seed of FAITH to tens of thousands of people who converted to Christianity throughout 

history.” 

 

St. Mary’s Life 
 

Mary was a 1st-century BC Galilean Jewish woman of Nazareth, and the mother of Jesus, according to 

the New Testament. As Bishop, Alexander Mileant, says: “She was the daughter of a man by the name of Joachim and 

his wife Anna,… two God –fearing people, known for their humility and compassion, …who dedicated their child to the 

service of God.” In the Protoevangelium of James it is written… “Mary appears for the first time at the age of three, at 

the temple, consecrated as a virgin.” The High Priest, Zachariah, who blessed Mary at the temple, informed her… “Lord 

God has magnified your name among many generations…” Zachariah “…placed Mary on the third step of the altar, 

whereby Lord God put grace on her…”  While in the temple, she was taught the Law of God and an angel fed Mary 

miraculously, until she was twelve years old. At that point, the angel told Zachariah to betroth Mary to a widower in 

Israel, who would be indicated. Soon after, Joseph, an elderly widower, a distant cousin of Mary, from the line of King 

David, was entrusted to take care of her and protect her virginity. After she married Joseph, Mary accompanied him to 

Bethlehem, where she gave birth to Jesus. 

During the first year in the house of Joseph, we find in The Gospel of Luke that the account of Mary's life 

begins with the Annunciation when the Angel, Gabriel, appeared to Mary and announced Her divine selection to be the 

Mother of Jesus, “accomplished by the power of omnipotent God.” After that, “… the Holy Spirit descended upon Mary, 

and She conceived the Word of God.” (Bishop.A.M.) God chose the Theotokos, and she freely co-operated in that 

choice to be the Mother of Jesus Christ, the God-man. Although, Joseph was scandalized by the fact of the pregnancy, 

the Angel of God appeared to tell him that Mary was bearing the Son through the Holy Spirit, and Joseph should give 

Him the name “Jesus”, the savior of the people. 

The gospels of Mathew and Luke in the New Testament describe Mary as a virgin, and many Christian 

Orthodox believe that while still a virgin she conceived her son by the Holy Spirit. The Orthodox also believe that she 

was and remained a virgin before and after Christ's birth, and that the Christ Child from the moment of conception was 

both fully God and fully human, “in Him the Word of God could become the man…” ( Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 

America). Mary is thus called the 'Theotokos', an affirmation of the divinity of the one to whom she gave birth. In her, 

God became man, and man became God.  

Mary was present at the crucifixion of her son, Jesus Christ, “in indescribable grief by the Cross of Her 

Crucified Son,” where “not a word of reproach or despair left Her lips. She conceded all to the will of God. This was a 

time of Her supreme greatness.” (Bishop A.M.) At the end of her earthly life, She was buried at the foot of Mount of 

Olives. After three days of her burial, Apostle Thomas, had he missed to honor Her, went to the cave to pay tribute to 

Her only to find that the cave was opened and her body missing. She was assumed directly into Heaven; known as the 

Dormition of Mary.  

The Eastern Orthodox consider Mary to be the Ark of New Covenant and give the Theotokos, the most 

prominent place after Christ. She was a great influence on her Son’s miracles, thus she is “a powerful intercessor for all 

Christians, especially those who suffer and are oppressed…” During Virgin Mary’s burial… “many miracles came to 

pass. By touching the bier of the Mother of God the blind regained their sight…and many diseases were cured.” (Bishop 

A.M.) The Eastern Orthodox manifest their belief that the saints thus assist in the process of salvation for others, and 

their relics, icons, are considered holy based on the miracles connected to them, often including healing from disease 

and injury. Over the centuries, there is evidence that the Theotokos has miraculously appeared to believers many times.  

Orthodox Marian perspective and views on Mary are mostly doxological, (hymns that praise God), rather than 

academic: hymns, praise, liturgical poetry and the veneration of icons dedicated to her. One of the most loved 

Orthodox Akathists, (i.e.standing hymns) is devoted to Mary, simply called Akathists Hymn “a profound, devotional 

poem or chant, praising Theotokos, as ancient as the first Christian Church.” (Fr. George Papadeas)  

Overall, “Virgin Mary is the most exalted and most honored person by God. She is the most revered and most 

loved by humans. She is a binding force for all Christians. She is the Unique Personality of the world, because of the 

unique fact of the Lord's Incarnation. She is the daughter of Grace and the Crystal Vessel of the Grace of the Holy 

Spirit” (see Luke 1:26-56), paraphrases Fr. George Papadeas. 
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Breaking the Fast 
 
Did you know that the tradition of our Church and our Orthodox 
faith is to break the fast together? After Great Lent and after 
Holy Week and at the very close of the Paschal service, the 
priest concludes all the prayers by blessing meat and cheese and 
eggs and other good things that the faithful people have brought 
to enjoy. This is where the tradition of Easter Baskets comes 
from—baskets full of things that we have looked forward to 
tasting and will enjoy even more by sharing with others.  
 
At St. Nicholas Church, we still keep this custom, and Father 
Niko will bless all the food sometime around 1:30 in the morning 
very early on Easter day. Plan to bring something that day; plan 
to share something that day as we experience the joy of the 
feast and taste the tastes of the feast.  
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HOLY PASCHA: The Resurrection of Our Lord 
   

Enjoy ye all the feast of faith; receive ye all the riches of loving-kindness. 

              (Sermon of Saint John Chrysostom, read at Paschal Matins) 

         
THE DIVINE LITURGY 

The sermon announces the imminent beginning of the Divine Liturgy. The altar table is 

fully laden with the divine food: the Body and Blood of the risen and glorified Christ. No 

one is to go away hungry. The service books are very specific in saying that only he who 

partakes of the Body and Blood of Christ eats the true Pascha. The Divine Liturgy, 

therefore, normally follows immediately after paschal Matins. Foods from which the 

faithful have been asked to abstain during the lenten journey are blessed and eaten only 

after the Divine Liturgy. 

 

THE DAY WITHOUT EVENING 

Pascha is the inauguration of a new age. It reveals the mystery of the eighth day. It is our taste, in this age, of the new 

and unending day of the Kingdom of God. Something of this new and unending day is conveyed to us in the length of 

the paschal services, in the repetition of the paschal order for all the services of Bright Week, and in the special paschal 

features retained in the services for the forty days until Ascension. Forty days are, as it were, treated as one day. 

Together they comprise the symbol of the new time in which the Church lives and toward which she ever draws the 

faithful, from one degree of glory to another. 

 

O Christ, great and most holy Pascha. 

O Wisdom, Word and Power of God, 

grant that we may more perfectly partake of Thee in the never-ending day of Thy kingdom  

(Ninth Ode, Paschal Canon). 

The V. Rev. Paul Lazor 

New York, 1977  

 

April 15 - St. Leonidas 
            Leonard Ndreu, Blendi Koroveshi 

 
April 20 - St. Lazarus 
            Llazaraq Pano 

 
April 23 - St. George 

George Beno, Jorgo Celo, Jorgji Coka, Georgianne Kasuli, Gjergj Klimi, Orges Llupa, Gjergji Terova, 

George Vangjel, Gjergji Jano 

 
April 23 - St. Alexandra 
            Alexandra Kehoe, Alyssa Aleko 

 
April 25 - St. Mark 
            Mark Papalexis, Mark Chenoweth, Marc Ladd 

APRIL SAINTS AND NAME DAYS 

If you don’t see your name please contact Fr. Nikodhim.  

 

Nese nuk sheh emrin tend, te lutem lajmero priftin.  

https://images.oca.org/icons/sm/pascha/resurrection02.jpg
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Ads from Merchants Who Support the Church 
  Please look at the Ads and support these Merchants by buying goods and services from them, whenever possible.  

Tell the Merchant that you are from St, Nicholas Church and  

saw their Ad in the Church’s Monthly Newsletter!!! 

For New Ads Please Contact - Tomi Beno at (917) 952-9252 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SABITA J. BALL00, EA 

  ____________________ 
 

Income Tax Services 
 
 
  
    

 
117-10 Jamaica Avenue   Tel:  718-846-6525 

 
Richmond Hill, NY 11418    Fax: 718-846-0663 

 

sabitaballoo@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:sabitaballoo@aol.com
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Regency Hotel - Korca 

    

 

 
 
 

   

 
 
 

Tel:      
355.82.243867/8/9 

www.regencyalbania.com 
 

  hregencyko@hotmail.com   

 

  

      

 

 
 

 

 

Litras Funeral Home 
Bernard F. Dowd   and   Tracy B. Dowd 

 
 

83-15 Parsons Boulevard 

Jamaica, New York 11434 

718 658-4434 

 

 

 

http://www.regencyalbania.com/
mailto:hregencyko@hotmail.com
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Major Church Activities and Events for April 

   
 

 

 

 

 
 

                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wed. 3 —Presanctified Liturgy, 7pm

Fri. 5 —Akathist, 7pm

Sat. 6 —Vespers, 5pm

Sun. 7 — Liturgy, 10am: Sunday of the Ladder

        —Pan-Orthodox Vespers, 5pm

        —      Hosted by US!

Wed. 10 —Presanctified Liturgy, 7pm

Thur 11 —Canon of St. Andrew, 7pm

Fri. 12 —Akathist, 7pm

Sat. 13 —Vespers, 5pm

Sun. 14 — Liturgy, 10am: St. Mary of Egypt

        —Pan-Orthodox Vespers, 5pm

        —Holy Transfiguration Cathedral, Bklyn

Wed. 18 —Presanctified Liturgy, 7pm

Fri. 19 —Compline, 7pm

Sat. 20 — Liturgy, 10am: Lazarus Saturday

        —Vespers, 5pm

Sun. 21 — Liturgy, 10am: Palm Sunday

Mon. 22 —Bridegroom Matins, 7pm

Tue. 23 —Bridegroom Matins, 7pm

Wed. 24 —Holy Unction, 7pm

Thur 25 — Liturgy, 10am: Last Supper

        —Matins, 7pm: Passion Gospels

Fri. 26 — Tomb Prayers, noon

        — Lamentations, 7pm

Sat. 27 — Liturgy, 10am: Harrowing of Hell

        —Great and Holy Pascha, 11:30pm

Sun. 28 —Paschal Vespers, noon

 

Ushers’ Schedule 

for Sunday Services 

Lista e sherbimit te dielave ne kishe 

 
   

    APR 07   Ilia LUKA / Bill PETERS       

    APR 14   Stefan BALTADORI / Edi SERA  

    APR 21   Robert KORRA / Nasi PAVLLO  

    APR 28   Roland LLUPA / Jim OSWALD  

    MAY 04   Andrea KUTALI / John JANCE 

 

 

 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

www.stnicholasalbanian.org 

                                     
 
 

St. Nicholas Albanian Orthodox Church 

181-14 Midland Parkway 

Jamaica Estates, New York 11432 
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