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It’s been a long summer but a good 

one. As I write this now, August is drawing to a close; the hint of 

school is in the air for teachers and students and parents alike. Our 

own Church School will have its start in just a couple weeks (be 

sure to take a look at the notice on another page of this 

publication), and seminarians are just arriving back up at St. 

Vladimir’s in Westchester. The seminary is on my mind of late 

because, about a month ago, I was in St. Louis for meetings of the 

national Church with priests and delegates there from throughout 

the United States, Canada, and Mexico. They are always busy days 

at this triennial All-American Council of the Orthodox Church in 

America. Yet despite the haste and frenzy, I managed to sneak 

away for dinner one night with friends, one of whom is Fr. Will, 

now of Fargo, who you will recall joined us at St. Nicholas as an 

intern a couple years ago.  

         Right now, three of our past interns—four if you include 

me—are serving parishes, and those who aren’t ordained are 

serving churches and hospitals and needy people of many kinds. It 

has always been for me a perplexing honor to have students 

assigned here: an honor for our community and the warm welcome 

we are known for but also a significant responsibility as we are 

charged with a piece of this so important formation of future 

Church leaders, pastors, and workers. Seeing Fr. Will, seeing Fr. 

Ignatius, hearing about Fr. Adam, and all these growing families 

and ministries and, of course, our own Mark, who stays on for now 

and privileges us with his kindness, tenor voice, and work with our 

young people, I was reminded of talking to them in all their 

earnestness and youth. I was reminded that I am supposed to be 

something of an authority on pastoral practice to some, regardless 

of how I feel or where I assess my own abilities. Such was the trust 

of the seminary. And the small bit of advice that I hope was good 

among the many conversations that were made good by these 

students, I’d like to share more broadly today with you.  

          Ministry is mostly showing up. It is mostly choosing to be at 

Church, yes, but also in homes 

and hospitals, 

rehab centers 

and mortuaries, 

prisons and 

weddings and 

luncheons for 

christenings and 

for the dead; it means being present at the end of a phone or e-mail 

chain or, increasingly, a text message. Nothing replaces this in all 

the skills of a pastor, and nothing can. If the sermon gets scrambled 

in transmission or the singing is flat or the article for the monthly 

newsletter is late again (guilty!) and the altar boy trips and the 

incense singes yet one more spot on a rug full of stains, life goes 

on and the messy work of the Church is maintained. However, if 

the priest isn’t there for a crisis or a crying session or the joys of 

welcoming new children and new families, a grave deficit opens 

up; those people in the throes of need may not find the help of God 

they’re hoping for. Priesthood and priest-craft, I’ve said to our 

students, is more presence than it is skill, more attentiveness than it 

is teaching or mere preaching. The good news of our Gospel is that 

we don’t stand alone, and the priest, at the fore of the community, 

must be present to enact this basic truth of our faith. And to the 

nervous interns leaving for their own first placements, I’ve said: 

“Go and show up. You’ll be fine,” and “Call if you need to.”  

         People sometimes ask me how they can help their faith grow, 

what are the techniques of prayer and fasting, how is a Christian 

supposed to live anyway. And my answer, rather conveniently, 

remains the same for them as it does for all those who have come 

here to train: simply show up. Go to Church and learn from the 

services. Listen for wisdom that will find you there and elsewhere 

if you’re looking for it. And don’t be afraid to stand alongside 

other people who may be hurt or scared or looking for hope. You 

don’t have to say anything or know much, but the gift of your 

presence and attention suffices. Christ always seemed most 

comfortable with the desperate. Why should we be so surprised to 

find Him there still? Let us. 

  
 

 

BEGINNING A NEW BEGINNING  

         With any new beginning we have choices to make. 

September marks the beginning of a new church year with the feast 

of the Elevation of the Cross. It is a good choice to start your year 

by attending this major liturgical service. For the parents with 

children, you have the choice, rather, an obligation to bring your 

children to Sunday School, which begins later this month. Let us 

all choose to gather together at Sunday liturgy with our church 

family and friends.  

         This year ends a milestone for our parish and at the same 

time we begin a new parish life . We are witnessing interest in the 

life of this parish by young and older families attending services, 

participation in the choir and Sunday school, new volunteers join 

the Council, support the Beautification Project and other 

ministries.  

         October 20-21, the 75th Anniversary Celebration culminates 

with a banquet, commemorative journal and Hierarchal Liturgy. 

Please join in and be there.  

         Another fun choice is our major fund-raising Golf Outing on 

Monday, Oct. 1st. Please make an effort to support the Golf Outing 

either as a player, sponsor or dinner participant.  

         Be an active Church member. You won’t be disappointed. 

The choice is yours, make it a good one! 
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Committee  Dear Parishioners and Friends of St. Nicholas:     
 

Beti Beno Esq. 

Lou Foundos 

Zhani Joanidhi 

Alexandra Kehoe  

Blendi Koroveshi 

James Liolin 

Roland Llupa 

Agathia Luka 

Mark Papalexis 

Bill Peters 

Damian Peters 

Edi Sera 

Marsela Shkurti 

Adriana Topore 

Dr. Petrika Troja 

 

Be a permanent part of the  

St. Nicholas 75
th

 Anniversary Celebration!!! 

 

Time is Running Out!!! 

 

Place an Ad in the 75
th

 Anniversary Journal ASAP!!! 
 

Typical Ads including a statement with an optional photo, flyer or business 

card can be for: 

 

 Congratulations to St. Nicholas Church 

 

 “In Memory of” Departed Loved Ones 

 

 Business Advertisements  

 

To submit an Ad, complete the attached Journal Ad form and send it to St. 

Nicholas Church with your payment.  Also, as indicated on the form, the Ad 

and photo/flyer/business card information can be emailed 

 

Your support of this very special occasion is very much appreciated! 
 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 

  Jim Liolin             Lou Foundos             Damian Peters 

                               Mark Papalexis                                 

___________      _____________________      _______________  

       President         Anniversary Co-Chairmen        Journal Chairman     
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____   Gold Page   $500                 ____   Platinum Page   $1,000 
 

                                     ____   Full Page   $300                    ____   Half Page   $200 
 

Ad Examples:        Corporate ads and personal ads, such as congratulations on special events,  
In memory of loved ones or other family commemorations 

   
       

*We prefer that you e-mail your Ad to peterslwp@verizon.net and 
please indicate in subject line:  St. Nicholas Journal Ad* 

 

*Send your payment, Ad form and Ad if not emailed (or indicate Ad emailed) to church address.  
 

Please make check payable and mail to:     
St. Nicholas Albanian Orthodox Church 

                                                           181-14 Midland Parkway 
                                                          Jamaica Estates, NY 11432 
 

♦ Submit Ad by September 25, 2018 ♦ 
 

Business Name (if applicable):  ___________________________________________________________                                        
 

Name:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip:  _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone No:  (          ) _______--_________   E-Mail Address: _____________________________________ 
 
My Ad to read as follows if not emailed:  (may attach copy or business card if desired)        
 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
                           
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
       

For information please contact Damian Peters (732-266-2090) or Bill Peters (516 509-7695) 

   St. Nicholas Albanian Orthodox Church 
 
 

 Commemorative Journal Ad Form 
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Dear Ladies, 

     Below is the schedule for coffee for the next 2 

months. If your name is listed, please be sure to put it on 

your calendar. If you need to change the date, please 

advise Christina Liolin or Adriana Topore.   

It is very important to remember that on the day you are 

scheduled for coffee, please arrive at church by 10 a.m. 

so that preparations can be made.  
 

What to bring:  

· Cake for 50-60 people  

· Cookies for the children  

· 1 gallon of milk 

 
September     9   Diana Beno/Beti Tsamblakos 

         16   Fjona Fundo/Suzana Fundo  

         23   Linda Foundos/Elizabeth Liolin  

         30   Open 

                   

     October     7 Oneda Sera/Liri Panajoti  

         14 Christina Liolin/Alexandra Liolin  

         21 75th Anniversary Celebration  

         28 Kozeta Pano & Oli Rehova 

 

 

 
 

       

          Well, it seems it’s that time again…back to school! 

Our hot, rainy summer is coming to an end, and our 

travelers will come back to town. Once again, we begin 

anew with our routine at home, and hopefully Sunday 

School as well for all the children. The benefit of a solid, 

wholesome foundation beginning from childhood is 

immense! It is especially valuable in today’s world with 

so many young people just searching for they-don’t-

even-know-what! Our faith is grounding, comforting.  

         Our community has a lot of special events coming 

up like our 21st Annual Golf Outing on October 1st and 

our 75th Anniversary Celebration and more. Make sure 

you’re a part of the life of St. Nicholas in addition to our 

services. We are delighted to have several new, young 

families joining us. Many Sundays our Fellowship 

Coffee Hour looks like Day Care! It’s a beautiful thing.  

 

         Perhaps you noticed that there will not be a Flea 

Market this year. If you would like to have it again, 

“someone” needs to step up to take over. I will be happy 

to guide you. Please let me know if you are interested. 

 

 

BRING YOUR CHILD 

TO CHURCH AND SUNDAY SCHOOL 

School registration will take place on Sunday, September 9th 

and the first day of classes will be on Sunday, September 23rd.  
 

 

 

Daughters’Corner 
   by Linda Foundos 
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The Nativity of our Most Holy Lady the Mother of God and Ever-Virgin Mary 
Commemorated on September 8 

The Son of God chose to take on human nature for the salvation of 

mankind, and chose as His Mother the All-Pure Virgin Mary, who 

alone was worthy to give birth to the Source of purity and holiness. 

The Nativity of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos and Ever Virgin 

Mary is celebrated by the Church as a day of universal joy. Within the 

context of the Old and the New Testaments, the Most Blessed Virgin 

Mary was born on this radiant day, having been chosen before the 

ages by Divine Providence to bring about the Mystery of the 

Incarnation of the Word of God. She is revealed as the Mother of the 

Savior of the World, Our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Most Holy Virgin Mary was born in the small city of Galilee, 

Nazareth. Her parents were Righteous Joachim of the tribe of the Prophet-King David, and Anna from the 

tribe of the First Priest Aaron.  

The Nativity of the Theotokos marks the change of the times when the great and comforting promises of God 

for the salvation of the human race from slavery to the devil are about to be fulfilled. This event has brought to 

earth the grace of the Kingdom of God, a Kingdom of Truth, piety, virtue and everlasting life. The Theotokos 

is revealed to all of us by grace as a merciful Intercessor and Mother, to Whom we have recourse with filial 

devotion. 

 

September Name Days 
  1 - 40 Martyrs 

            Tina Peters, Nyla Peters, Tina Slane, Aphrodite Patelis, Penny Kastaris, Thea Pavllo 
  4 - St. Rosalia 

            Rosalie Zacharias  
  5 - Sts. Zachariah and Elizabeth 

            Beti Beno, Elisabeta Fundo, Betty Kelapire, Elizabeth Liolin, Daniella Beno 
  8 - St. Despoina 

            Despina Psirakis 
  9 - Joachim and Anna 

            Diana Beno, Albana Ndreu, Anna Kehoe 
11 - St. Violeta 

            Viola Kallinikos, Violeta Filipi 
14 - Holy Cross 

            Stavraq Rehova 
18 - St. Ariadne 

            Ariana Dervishi, Adriana Topore 
19 - St. Igor 

Egor Bakalli 
17 - St. Sophia 

            Sophia Troja, Sophia Dervishi 
23 - St. Iris 

            Iris Mile 

SEPTEMBER SAINT AND NAME DAYS 

https://oca.org/saints/lives/2018/09/08
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Ads from Merchants Who Support the Church 
  Please look at the Ads and support these Merchants by buying goods and services from them, whenever possible.  

Tell the Merchant that you are from St, Nicholas Church and  

saw their Ad in the Church’s Monthly Newsletter!!! 

For New Ads Please Contact - Tomi Beno at (917) 952-9252 
 

 

 

 

 
 

SABITA J. BALL00, EA 

  ____________________ 
 

Income Tax Services 
 

 
  
    

 
117-10 Jamaica Avenue   Tel:  718-846-6525 

 
Richmond Hill, NY 11418    Fax: 718-846-0663 

 

sabitaballoo@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:sabitaballoo@aol.com
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Regency Hotel - Korca 

    

 

 
 
 

   

 
 
 

Tel:      

355.82.243867/8/9 

www.regencyalbania.com 
 

  hregencyko@hotmail.com   

 

  

      

 

  

 

 

Litras Funeral Home 
Bernard F. Dowd   and   Tracy B. Dowd 

 
 

83-15 Parsons Boulevard 

Jamaica, New York 11434 

718 658-4434 

 

 

 

http://www.regencyalbania.com/
mailto:hregencyko@hotmail.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 10 
 

     The Orthodox Post 
 

Major Church Activities and Event 

        FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 
 

Sat.       1 - Health Prayers, 5pm 
Sun.      2 - Liturgy, 10am 
Fri.       7 - Great Vespers, 7pm: Nativity of the Theotokos 
Sat.       8 - Liturgy, 9am: Nativity of the Theotokos 
                 -  Vespers, 5pm 
Sun.     9 - Liturgy, 10am 
Thur. 13 - Great Vespers, 7pm: Exaltation of the Cross 
Fri.     14 - Liturgy at Holy Trinity in East Meadow, 9:30am 
Sat.    15 - Vespers, 5pm 
Sun.   16 - Liturgy, 10am 
Sat.    22 - Vespers, 5pm 
Sun.   23 - Liturgy, 10am 
Sat.    29 - Vespers, 5pm 
Sun.   30 - Liturgy, 10am 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 
                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ushers’ Schedule 

for Sunday Services 

Lista e sherbimit te dielave ne kishe 

 
 
SEP 02   Stefan BALTADORI / Izzy TSAMBLAKOS 
 

SEP 09 Nasi PAVLLO / Ardian MILE  

SEP 16 Jim OSWALD / Tomi BENO  

SEP 23 Andrea KUTALI / John JANCE  

SEP 30 Robert KORRA / Lou FOUNDOS 

 
 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

www.stnicholasalbanian.org 

                                     
 
 

St. Nicholas Albanian Orthodox Church 

181-14 Midland Parkway 

Jamaica Estates, New York 11432 
 
 

 

  

Customer Name 

Street Address 

City, State Zip Code 

 

http://www.stnicholasalbanian.org/

